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POEM PERFORMANCE
Professor Mary Jo Bang, author of 
several poetry books, recited a 
collection of Poems Wednesday 
at Doudna Fine Arts Recital hall.   
BELMONT BOUND
The Eastern baseball team 
heads to Nashville Thursday for 
a three-game series against 
Conference foe Belmont.
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English professor talks disaster comedies 
Student 
Senate 
talks low
attendance,
surveys
PAYTON BLAKNEY | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Lincoln, a graduate student in the school of technology, browses books at the spring book sale outside of the Mary J. Booth Library on 
Wednesday. Lincoln said he has many favorite books but, his favorite books are about engineering.
Book Browsing
By Mallory Kutnick
Campus Reporter | @DEN_News
Environmental disasters are nev-
er funny, but comedies can show how 
much people have learned about them, 
Robin Murray, the keynote speaker for 
the English Studies Conference, said 
Wednesday.
Murray, an author and English pro-
fessor who also coordinates the film 
studies minor, discussed how comedy 
benefits environmental awareness in her 
speech.
She said the existence of the eco-disas-
ter comedy genre shows that the public 
knows enough about the environment 
to understand satire about it.
“Laughter might … point out a path 
toward change, perhaps even showing 
the consequences of disturbing a pris-
tine ecosystem and offering viable solu-
tions to greedy humans’ exploitation of 
the natural world,” she said. “These films 
suggest … that the eco-disaster genre has 
come of age and can now be satirized.”
Murray said the comedies tend to fo-
cus on larger groups and communities 
than more serious eco-disaster films like 
“The Day After Tomorrow” and “2012.”
The serious movies are often cen-
tered around situations in which na-
ture attacks humans, she said, such as 
the swarm in Alfred Hitchcock’s “The 
Birds.” 
The comedies, however, tend to focus 
on man-made disasters, Murray said.
One of the examples she provid-
ed was the 2002 film “Eight Legged 
Freaks,” which features giant mutant spi-
ders that attack humans and have faces 
resembling dirt bikers’ helmets.
“It is 2002, and mutation is now a 
source of comedy,” Murray said.
Murray provided more examples of 
eco-disaster comedies, including “Tank 
Girl,” a 1995 comedy set in a world that 
is running out of water. 
It follows what Murray described as a 
“ragtag team” who aim to defeat a rich 
man who is hoarding what water re-
mains.
Similarly, the animated film “Ran-
go” covers Johnny Depp’s titular charac-
ter as he tries to save a village plagued by 
drought.
Another movie Murray cited, “Warm 
Bodies,” tells a story about the friendship 
between a human and a teenage zombie.
“Both humans and zombies choose 
cooperation, accommodation and ad-
aptation instead of destruction,” Mur-
ray said.
In her speech, Murray also mentioned 
two documentaries – “How to Boil a 
Frog” and “Blue Vinyl: The World’s First 
Toxic Comedy.”
“Blue Vinyl” focuses on the filmmak-
er’s attempts to stop her parents from 
putting blue vinyl siding on their house, 
leading her to discover the toxicity of vi-
nyl.
Murray said “How to Boil a Frog” is 
about atmospheric pollution. 
Its title is based on the myth that a 
frog will not jump out of a pot of water 
if it is slowly brought to a boil.
According to the myth, the frog will 
die without noticing anything is wrong.
Murray said she finds it unfortunate 
that most recent eco-disaster films are 
categorized as “cli-fi,” or climate fiction 
because they have not come of age yet.
These movies, including “The Day 
After Tomorrow” and “2012,” tell stories 
of apocalyptic climate change scenarios. 
Murray worked with Joe Heumann, 
a retired communication studies profes-
sor, to write five books, with a sixth in 
the making. 
All six cover environmental issues in 
movies.
Murray used information from 
the five currently in print to write her 
speech.
Mallory Kutnick can be reached at 581-
2812 or mbkutnick@eiu.edu.
JUSTIN BROWN | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
English professor Robin Murray answers questions following her keynote 
speech for the Annual English Studies Conference.
By Chrissy Miller
Administration reporter | @DEN_News
The Student Senate reported on 
preparations for the Safety Walk and 
discussed a lack of Student Senate 
members’ participation in cultural 
events at its meeting Wednesday eve-
ning.
The Safety Walk will help identify 
improvements the campus can make 
to allow students to feel more safe on 
campus by walking around and mak-
ing observations.
Student Senate member Claire 
Boarman said it is important for stu-
dents to fill out the survey sent to 
their panthermail by Student Senate 
member Tarve’a Durant.
“Everyone should have had that 
survey sent to their email and it’s 
concerning how safe you feel on 
campus,” Boarman said. “It’s still 
available to use.”
Boarman said responses are receiv-
ing individualized attention.
“He has at least 180 already that 
he’s going through, one by one, re-
viewing peoples’ responses,” Boar-
man said. “Those are the areas they’re 
going to focus on when they do the 
Safety Walk to see what areas that are 
not properly lit, what areas feel kind 
of sketchy on campus, that way we 
can make it feel safer for everyone.”
Student Senate member Alleluia 
Musabyimana said the lack of Stu-
dent Senate involvement in cultural 
events was brought up when she in-
formed the entire senate about how 
the student forum discussing diver-
sity with Eastern President David 
Glassman went.
“We weren’t too happy with the 
turnout from student government. 
We would’ve liked to see more mem-
bers attend,” Musabyimana said. “It’s 
better when we have more minds to-
gether and people who aren’t nec-
essarily aware of some of the (regis-
tered student organizations) we have 
here on campus. It’s more effective 
as far as going about helping allevi-
ate some of the issues that they face.”
No white Student Senate mem-
bers showed up to the “Help me, 
Help You” forum. Musabyimana said 
this was discouraging since one of 
the main goals of the forum was to 
find ways to help unite the commu-
nity more.
Boarman said this lack of Student 
Senate presence may also be discour-
aging to students in general. 
“We figured it out and each one 
of us should represent about 200 
students on this campus,” Boarman 
said.  
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WASHINGTON (AP) — With 
tensions rising over Syria and other 
issues, President Donald Trump said 
Wednesday that U.S. relations with 
Russia "may be at an all-time low" as 
he moved ever further away from his 
campaign promises to establish better 
ties with Moscow.
It was a grim assessment that 
echoed the words of Trump's top 
diplomat, Secretary of State Rex Til-
lerson, who left an almost two-hour 
meeting with Russian President Vlad-
imir Putin in Moscow declaring the 
countries had reached a "low point" 
in relations.
Trump said Tillerson had com-
pleted a successful meeting with Pu-
tin, where "things went pretty well." 
But he said it was an open question 
where relations go from here. He said 
"it would be a fantastic thing" if the 
two nations got along better but cau-
tioned that "it may be just the oppo-
site."
Could Syria have launched the 
chemical weapons attack with Rus-
sia's advance knowledge? Trump said 
it was "certainly possible" though 
"probably unlikely."
The less-than-positive assessments 
of relations by both Trump and Til-
lerson reflected the former Cold War 
foes' inability to forge greater cooper-
ation, as Trump until recently has ad-
vocated.
More than 80 people were killed 
in what the U.S. has described as a 
nerve gas attack that Assad's forces 
undoubtedly carried out. Russia says 
rebels were responsible for whatever 
chemical agent was found, which the 
Trump administration calls a disinfor-
mation campaign.
The Moscow news conference 
came after Putin met Tillerson for 
the first time since Trump took office. 
The diplomats know each other well 
from Tillerson's days as Exxon Mobil 
CEO. Putin had even honored Tiller-
son with a friendship award.
Beyond Syria, Russia's alleged 
meddling in the U.S. presidential 
election also hovered over what was 
the first face-to-face encounter be-
tween Putin and any Trump admin-
istration Cabinet member.
Tillerson, Putin meet in Moscow
By Kennedy Nolen
Multicultural Reporter | @KennedyNolenEIU
Panelists will have a roundtable discus-
sion to speak about current issues in Asia 
including the missiles launching from 
North Korea, South Korea’s government 
relationship with Chinese’s government 
and topics relating to Asian Americans. 
The panel is scheduled for 4 p.m. 
Thursday in the Charleston/Mattoon 
room of the Martin Luther King Jr. Uni-
versity Union, with a Q-and-A panel to 
follow.
Yan Yu, a visiting scholar from Dalian 
Polytechnic University in China, will ex-
plain the new economic zone and the 
next megacity in China, said Jinhee J. Lee, 
panel coordinator and history professor.
Brittany Dixon, a graduate student 
studying history, said she will discuss the 
Terminal High Altitude Area Defense.
Since North Korea has launched mis-
siles this year, “the U.S. has decided to put 
a defense into place to stop the missiles 
before they hit anyone,” Dixon said.
Dixon said the THAAD is purely a de-
fense system. 
She said the Chinese government is 
worried the United States will pick up 
on the missile system in China and that 
the American government will use this 
against them.
During the panel Dixon plans to touch 
on the current relationship between the 
Chinese and South Korean governments. 
The Chinese have blocked every piece 
of pop culture from South Korea and 
have even closed down successful South 
Korean companies based in China.
Dixon said she will also address travel 
restrictions from China to South Korea.
Jack Cruikshank, a graduate student 
studying political science, will talk about 
North Korean policies at the panel.
Fumitoshi Yoshizawa, another visiting 
professor from Niigata University of In-
ternational and Information Studies in Ja-
pan, will explain the World War II mili-
tary sex slavery controversy and the agree-
ment made between South Korea and Ja-
pan.
Sex slaves during World War II were 
also called “comfort women.” The Impe-
rial Japanese Army forced these women 
into sexual slavery. Most were from coun-
tries including Korea, China and the Phil-
ippines.
Jessica French, president of the Asian 
American Association, will share about 
the experiences of Asian-Americans under 
President Donald Trump’s administration.
Sam Mitchell, the treasurer of the 
Asian American Association and Seong-
Hwan Kim, a member of the Korean Stu-
dent Association, will team up to present 
on the recent impeachment of South Ko-
rean president Park Geun-hye and what 
is to follow.
Dixon said many people are not famil-
iar with topics of discussion planned for 
Thursday. 
She said she encourages students to 
come see “how interconnected the world 
really is.”
Kennedy Nolen can be reached at 
581-2812 or kdnolen@eiu.edu.
Panelists to explain current issues in Asia
CHICAGO (AP) — Two sub-
urban Chicago men who posed 
for photos holding a black Islamic 
State group flag at a Lake Michigan 
beach park were arrested Wednes-
day on federal terrorist charges, 
and an undercover operative said 
one of the men suggested homosex-
uals should be thrown off the city's 
tallest building.
An FBI st ing begun in 2015 
compiled evidence that Joseph 
D. Jones and Edward Schimen-
ti sought to provide material sup-
port to Islamic State, including by 
provided cellphones to one per-
son working for the FBI and pos-
ing as an IS supporter believing the 
phones would be used to detonate 
car bombs in Syria, the 65-page 
complaint says.  
Jones, a part-time chef who also 
has been attending college, and 
Schimenti, who worked at a cancer 
treatment center, drove the FBI op-
erative to Chicago's O'Hare Inter-
national Airport last week on what 
they thought would be the first leg 
of a journey to Syria. The com-
plaint says Schimenti told him to 
"drench that land ... with blood."
Chicago men arrested 
on federal terrorist 
charges for photos PORTAGE, Ind. (AP) — A spill at a U.S. Steel plant in northern Indiana that 
sent wastewater containing a potentially 
carcinogenic chemical into a Lake Mich-
igan tributary was apparently caused 
by a pipe failure but testing has found 
none of that toxic substance in the lake, 
the company and federal officials said 
Wednesday.
Tuesday's spill of an unknown 
amount of wastewater led to the closure 
of three beach areas at the scenic Indiana 
Dunes National Lakeshore and prompt-
ed a local water utility to stop drawing 
water from the lake out of "an abun-
dance of caution," the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency said.
U.S. Steel said a preliminary investi-
gation shows an expansion joint failed 
Tuesday in a pipe at its Portage, Indi-
ana, facility, allowing wastewater from 
an electroplating treatment process that 
contains hexavalent chromium to flow 
into the wrong wastewater treatment 
plant at the complex.
That wastewater eventually flowed 
into the Burns Waterway, a lake trib-
utary, at a point about 100 yards from 
Lake Michigan, said the EPA, which is 
overseeing the response to the spill.
Waste Spill enters Lake Michigan
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By Chaela Krueger
Contributing Writer | @DEN_News
 
Benjamin Damann,  a  junior 
music composition major, finds 
inspiration from a number of dif-
ferent sources.
He has  composed pieces  in-
spired by poems f rom authors 
such as E. E. Cummings, but re-
cent works of his have also tackled 
harsher topics, such as the chemi-
cal attacks on Syria. 
“My composit ions can range 
from very intense to something 
like a carnival ride,” he said. 
 At the Student Composition 
Forum 7 p.m. Thursday in the 
Doudna Fine Arts Recital Hall, 
Damann and other students will 
present  works  they  have  com-
posed.
One of these pieces, called “Je-
hjnu,” Damann originally wrote 
for his father, who had recently re-
turned from fighting in Afghani-
stan.  
“Jehjnu” was  wri t ten with a 
smoother melody to help soothe 
his father’s physical and mental 
well-being.  
Damann likes the variety and 
uniqueness  that  i s  involved in 
composition. 
 “It is nonconventional and lets 
you think outside the box; that’s 
what I enjoy the most,” he said.  
Under the direction of music 
professor Bradley Decker, Dam-
ann has been pushed and encour-
aged in and out of the classroom.  
  “(Decker) diagnoses my weak-
nesses, not in a negative way, but 
so I can learn from them,” Dam-
ann said.
Jess ica French,  a  junior mu-
sic composition and Asian studies 
major, agreed that Decker is en-
couraging. 
Because he is relatable, French 
said she is comfortable with the 
professor. 
“He takes that intimidating di-
vide away that some professors 
have with their students,” she said. 
French said the most challeng-
ing part of composing is simply 
starting a piece.  
Sometimes,  French said,  she 
gets stuck, similar to a writer get-
ting writer’s block. 
As the president of the Asian 
American Association, French was 
able to study abroad in South Ko-
rea for two semesters.  
French said Korea was a beauti-
ful and unique place, inspiring her 
to write the piece “Ode to Korea,” 
which will be played at the com-
position forum. 
“It kind of sparked something 
inside of me and I realized I had 
to do something about it,” French 
said. 
The song starts off with soft, 
gradual chimes followed by many 
high and low notes to emulate 
how she perceived Korea. 
“As the listeners hear it, I hope 
they will imagine the mountain-
ous landscape and the beautiful 
cherry blossom trees,” she said. 
At the forum, French will  be 
per forming her  own work and 
conducting an ensemble as well. 
French said she gets  nervous 
conducting in front of a large au-
dience, as she does when perform-
ing.
“There is still so much to learn. 
You have to be specific about what 
you want, but be encouraging at 
the same time,” French said. 
Decker said he understands it is 
hard conducting and writing for 
some people.
When starting a composition, 
his best advice to his students is 
not to worry about making mis-
takes. 
Decker admires his students’ 
work, and said his students feel 
satisfied when their semester-long 
composition is ready for the stage. 
Chaela Krueger can be reached at 
581-2812 or clkrueger@eiu.edu.
Concert to feature student compositions
Initiative offers resources to 1st-generation students
By Raquel Logan
Contributing Writer |@DEN_News
Students who are the first in 
their families to go to college can 
sometimes face different challeng-
es than other students.
Danielle Gawlik, a senior first-
generation college student, said 
she was a little intimidated about 
university life because she did not 
initially know what to expect. 
“I was able to figure it out. (It 
was) nothing I knew I couldn’t 
handle,” she said.
At Eastern, an initiative called 
Making Excel lence Inclusive is 
bringing new programs to help 
first-generation college students. 
According to its webpage, the 
initiative is designed to explore 
how colleges and universities can 
use the resources of diversity to 
achieve academic excellence for all 
students.
Making Excel lence Inclusive 
will allow first-generation college 
students to meet other students 
who are experiencing similar situ-
ations. 
MEI has already started a social 
media presence and are developing 
a website with the faces of first-
generation students on campus. 
First-generation college students 
will also have a chance to connect 
and build relationships with men-
tors who have been set in place. 
Catherine Polydore,  chair  of 
Making Excellence Inclusive, said 
it is the group’s hope that first-
generation students will be less 
concerned about their own ability 
to be successful if they can identi-
fy others who have taken the same 
journey and overcome the same 
challenges.
Being a f irst-generation col -
lege student does not mean stu-
dents cannot be successful, Poly-
dore said. 
However, she said empirical re-
search suggests that when com-
pared to peers with family mem-
bers who have gone to college, 
first-generation students are about 
twice as likely to drop-out.
They are also more l ikely to 
get lower grades, face a difficult 
transition and worry more about 
whether or not they belong in col-
lege, Polydore added. 
“We at Making Excellence In-
clusive are aware of those statistics 
and would like to do what we can 
to reverse or minimize those chal-
lenges,” Polydore said.
Gawlik said some students may 
go through a  phase  of  fee l ing 
guilty because they are attending 
college, something that their par-
ents were not able to do. 
“At times I felt bad because I 
didn’t want to offend my mom or 
say things like ‘You don’t know 
what I’m talking about because 
you didn’t go to college,’” Gawlik 
said.
 Italia Mendez, a senior health 
administrat ion major,  sa id she 
does not feel bad that her parents 
did not complete college because 
she knows they had good reason. 
“They’re proud of me for actual-
ly staying and completing my ma-
jor, so that’s better than whatever 
mistakes they made,” Mendez said. 
Raquel Logan at 581-2812 or
rrlogan@eiu.edu.
“As the listeners hear it, I hope they will imagine the 
mountainous landscape and the beautiful cherry
blossom trees.”
-Junior music composition and Asian studies major Jessica French,
speaking of her piece “Ode to Korea”
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Editorial Board
Staff Editorial
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of 
the editorial board of The Daily Eastern News.
Asian Heritage Month signifies complex lives
COURTNEY SHEPHERD | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
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Dan Preradovic
The Semester-End Slide
Single events should not monopolize screens
Speaking as 
performance 
makes speeches 
memorable
The Center for Gender and Sexual Diversity exists 
to provide support to all members of the GSD com-
munity on campus, which includes our transgender 
and gender non-binary students and colleagues. The 
Center and the GSD Advisory Committee are com-
mitted to helping Eastern provide a welcoming, equi-
table environment for all. 
We have been continuously working with our col-
leagues across campus to make Eastern an accepting 
and inclusive environment for all transgender individ-
uals.  There are already resources specifically available 
for members of the transgender and gender non-bi-
nary community, including a preferred name option 
in PAWS, gender inclusive housing, all-gender bath-
rooms across campus with the goal of adding more 
soon and the creation of the Trans*Formation Station 
to help students obtain clothing to match their gender. 
The Center for Gender and Sexual Diversity also 
works closely with PFLAG to provide resources to all 
members of the GSD community, ensuring every-
one has a healthy and happy experience in the city of 
Charleston.
-Jessica Ward, Center for Gender and Sexual 
Diversity coordinator
Center for Gender and Sexual Diversity aids Eastern
As someone who is deeply invested in justice and 
morality, I celebrate the 7th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals ruling on April 4 that extends the work-
place protections of the 1964 Civil Rights Act and 
prohibits workplace discrimination based on sexual 
orientation. The 8-3 vote (from a majority Republi-
can-appointed judiciary) demonstrates that discrim-
ination against people on the basis of sexual orienta-
tion is non-partisan and outdated. 
Thinking people today know that discrimination 
is unjust and immoral. I am proud to live in a com-
munity and to work on a campus where many peo-
ple promote the rights of and celebrate the achieve-
ments of those in the LGBTQA+ community. 
If you are as thrilled as I am by this landmark vic-
tory for justice, please consider supporting PFLAG 
(pflagcharlestonil.blogspot.com), whose next meet-
ing is Thursday April 20th at 6 p.m.in the Charles-
ton Carnegie Public Library. 
Please also consider donating your gently-used 
clothing to the Trans*Formation Station’s clothing 
drive, Thursday April 13th, 9 AM–4 PM at East-
ern’s campus Cultural Center on 7th Street. 
Let us stand proudly with all members of our 
community!
-Jeannie Ludlow, associate professor of English
Letters to the Editor
Circuit Court decision a celebratory occasion
Editor’s note: “GSD” is an alternate term for LG-
BTQA+, meaning “gender and sexual diversity.”
I am writing an open letter to affirm that the 
College of Arts and Humanities welcomes and 
celebrates diversity of all sorts among its stu-
dents, faculty, staff, alumni, and friends.
-Anita Shelton, Interim Dean of the College of 
Arts and Humanities
Letter to the Editor
College of Arts 
and Humanities 
affirms identities
Yesterday was the English Studies Conference, 
a day during which the English department shows 
off how much work they have put into their studies 
and what they are able to accomplish through cre-
ativity and devoted studies. I was asked to present a 
story that day, a story that was written in the format 
of a script where I would have to switch between a 
couple voices. It was a joy to present and the audi-
ence loved it, but it got me thinking.
Usually I am a mess when it comes to presenting 
any kind of research project. However, any kind of 
activity where acting as another person comes my 
way, thought, is an absolute breeze. So that makes 
me wonder why acting is easier than presenting a re-
search assignment.
The first thing that comes to mind would be how 
it can be easier for somebody to disassociate from a 
real world environment to one that has a persona 
and setting planned out for you already. Acting as 
in a performance, compared to the stressful environ-
ment of a room full of individuals judging you and 
your thesis, is probably a godsend.
Another difference between the two would be 
the influence of the audience. As previously men-
tioned, the audience one has to put up with when 
presenting a research assignment is usually a group 
of people that are staring too much and saying too 
little. While performing an act, however, the au-
dience is almost always communicating with the 
performers in the form of facial expressions, claps, 
laughs and shouts. An actor knows if they are do-
ing a good job or not if their audience is just as ex-
pressive as they are, giving them the opportunity to 
improve their act based off of the audience’s recep-
tion of it.
With this information, it might be possible to 
not only help those that have trouble presenting re-
search projects but to also teach their audiences how 
to help them present. An audience should start be-
ing more of a visual aid for a presenter during the 
presentation of their project, showing whether what 
the presenter is doing is good or not so than the pre-
senter could possibly be able to correct themselves. 
Practicing the presentation as if it is a perfor-
mance could help as well. Reading a script in a way 
that would put the presenter in the feet of a char-
acter distant from the environment you are in may 
help in sharing the information you found while 
also keeping a stronger hold your audience’s atten-
tion.
These observation may be obvious, but it feels as 
if they could finally be put to proper use.
Dan Preradovic is a senior English major. He 
can be reached at 581-2812 or 
ddpreradovic@eiu.edu.
Cassie Buchman
It comes like clockwork after a series of contro-
versial events. I will open up Facebook and see that 
one of my oh-so-enlightened (read here: insuffer-
able and self-righteous) friends shared a picture. Es-
sentially, this picture will say something along the 
lines of “Why does everybody care about X when Y 
just happened?” or “Wow, everyone’s talking about 
THIS when THAT is way more important. Great 
job, humanity.”
Most of the time, these pictures will compare ce-
lebrity or entertainment news with a recent trage-
dy or controversy happening at the time. But odd-
ly enough, I have seen images pitting two social is-
sues against each other, as if one is more worthy of 
our time because it seems somehow “worse” than 
the other.
These public statements are at best ridiculous and 
at worst, emotionally manipulative. Assuming that 
“no one cares” about an issue because they happen 
to be talking about another one at the moment is 
silly. 
Humans are multi-faceted beings. We have 
brains that are able to process more than one topic, 
event or theory at a time. Many of us are intelligent 
enough to read the newspaper or watch a newscast 
and realize there is more than one thing happening 
in the world at one time. If there was not, newspa-
pers would only be a page long and newscasts would 
take up only five minutes of time.
This is not apparently the case for those brave 
souls who write those statuses or share these pic-
tures. No, they live in a world where there is only 
one issue you need to be caring about, and God 
help you selfish imbeciles if it is not what they care 
about. 
The problem with this attitude is that it is com-
pletely transparent. The purpose of these images is 
clearly not to “raise awareness” of a problem that 
people are already aware of. 
Instead, their aim is to make the person sharing 
them feel like a better activist or like they are more 
knowledgeable than everyone else. 
Since when did being an activist or caring about 
issues become a competition, anyway? 
I find it disgusting that people would use real is-
sues and tragedies for “likes” on social media. These 
issues and the people affected by them deserve 
more.
Cassie Buchman is a junior journalism major. She 
can be reached at 581-2812 or cjbuchman@eiu.edu.
As we continue celebrating Asian Heritage month, 
it is important that we keep in mind the many cul-
tures included in Asian heritage, as well as the things 
that make each part of Asian heritage unique.
This means not only enjoying and celebrating 
things such as the food and traditions, but also under-
standing their significance and origin. 
For example, certain Chinese foods, although de-
licious, have different uses and meanings associated 
with them. This could be shown by learning the ori-
gin of Chinese moon cakes filled with sweet red bean 
paste that is often enjoyed during the Chinese Mid-
Autumn Festival, or understanding that sushi is lux-
urious, but its preparations is often considered an art 
form and takes great skill to truly master.
It is also important to note that tea is also a widely 
enjoyed beverage, but is revered in almost every part 
of Asia.  India is one of the world’s largest tea pro-
ducers, while Japanese tradition celebrates tea with a 
historically elegant tea ceremony that is passed down 
from generation to generation. 
Food is not the only thing that should be under-
stood when being celebrated. Things like K-Pop and 
kawaii culture have their own histories that make 
them unique, too. 
Japanese kawaii culture has been around since 
the early 1970s, and started with the writing of Jap-
anese characters with fine, mechanical pencil lines. 
The thin lines allowed for people to draw elaborate 
pictures and characters that were considered “cute.” 
This handwriting was deemed nearly illegible, but 
was picked up by mainstream media and blown up 
in the ‘80s.
An understanding of tradition and culture also 
means understanding the significance behind the his-
tory of Asian culture and the wars fought on Asian 
soil. 
Rather than only knowing one side of conflicts 
such as the Korean or Vietnam war, it is important 
to learn and understand the different points of views 
of those who experience the war on a home front. It 
is also important to learn about the Spanish control 
of the Philippines, and how European and American 
culture has now influenced the Filipino culture.
This can also mean understanding the cruel dynas-
ties behind the building of the Great Wall of China, 
or the histories behind geishas and how the style and 
social construct of the geisha lifestyle has evolved. 
Celebrating culture is a fantastic way to show sup-
port for marginalized groups, however going the ex-
tra step to make an effort to learn and understand the 
origins and significance behind traditions shows deep 
appreciation. 
Eastern’s Asian Heritage Month celebration has 
done a good job incorporating the wide variety of 
culture in Asian heritage, as well as making efforts to 
educate the community on the different traditions, 
histories and struggles the different Asian groups ex-
perience.
The News hopes that this sort of appreciation and 
celebration of different cultures such as those found 
within Asian heritage continue after the month ends, 
and follows through for other cultural celebrations.
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The “Porch Project: Tarble Tables” 
sculpture will serve as the platform 
for laughter, deliberation and com-
petition during Tarble Table Trivia at 
5:30 p.m. Thursday. 
About five students can surround 
each table on all five levels of the 
sculpture. 
Each will answer questions about 
global and U.S. history, pop culture, 
art and Eastern’s history. 
Monica Scott, the Tarble art Cen-
ter’s education consultant, said she 
got her inspiration for the triv-
ia questions just by walking around, 
Googling and recalling facts she grew 
up knowing.
She said she did not exclude East-
ern facts when deciding on the ques-
tions.
“You can’t have trivia without in-
cluding the university, so I want to 
see what students know about East-
ern,” Scott said. 
Students needed to have registered 
by Monday to be in a group of five. 
Individuals interested in partici-
pating do not have to register before-
hand.
“It’s a great way to meet people 
by being put in a team on the spot,” 
Scott said.
Scott said every group will have to 
answer the same question; then, they 
will have to discuss their answer. 
The time for each question ranges 
from 30 seconds to a minute. Mem-
bers will need to write down the an-
swer and display it when the time 
runs out. The amount of points dif-
fer based on the question and will be 
given for every correct response. 
Each member of the team that 
earns the most points will receive 
their own separate prizes, Scott said. 
If the weather is unbearable then 
the trivia will be moved inside to the 
Tarble Arts Center’s atrium. 
Scott said seeing people enjoy 
themselves on the porches will break 
the stigma that students have about 
being cautious and distant from the 
Tarble Tables.
The sculpture is supposed to en-
courage interaction, she said. 
“Tarble is trying hard to get stu-
dents to see the space as a place 
where people can get involved in,” 
Scott said. “That’s why we want to 
have it outside; because the people 
will activate the space and let people 
know we have something going on 
over here.”
According to the Tarble Arts Cen-
ter homepage, the artist Heather 
Hart created pentagon porches, in-
spired by Robin Dunbar’s Number 
theory that suggests it takes five peo-
ple to have a constructive conversa-
tion. 
The sculpture was constructed in 
the fall and will be on campus until 
Spring 2018. 
Scott said the sculpture is a tribute 
to porches, a common space where 
people have spent years sitting, talk-
ing and reflecting. 
“That’s the reputation art gets, step 
away from the object, but that’s what 
is different because it’s something we 
use in our everyday lives,” Scott said. 
“Sometimes it’s OK to touch and it’s 
OK to interact.” 
This is the first year Tarble is host-
ing trivia, but if the activity is re-
ceived well by the students then the 
center will consider continuing the 
program, Scott said.
Kalyn Hayslett can be reached at 581-
2812 or kehayslett@eiu.edu. 
Tarble sculpture becomes place for Trivia
“That means you have to be 
able to represent all minorities, 
not just whatever you associate 
with,”Boarman said.
Boarman said part of the prob-
lem may have been the Student 
Senate members had other obli-
gations at the time of the forum, 
but she said that lack of student 
government turnout for cultural 
events happens frequently.
“I  wasn’t  ab le  to  make i t  to 
Help Me, Help You forum be-
cause I work Friday nights,” Boar-
man said. “But I went to Fiesta 
Latina the next day and that also 
had some poor turnout on student 
government’s part.”
Student Senate member Samira 
Abdoulaya Pedila said without go-
ing to events such as these, repre-
senting the student body becomes 
difficult.
If you don’t go out there and 
mingle with the students you don’t 
know what the students want,” 
Abdoulaya Pedila said. “So sitting 
in those rooms we have long de-
bates because no one knows what 
the students want. Those debates 
could be cut in half if people ac-
tually go out and mingle with the 
students.”
Student Senate member Will 
Outzen said most senators do not 
attempt to connect with the inter-
national students. Outzen said go-
ing to Global Cultural Night was 
enriching and it would be benefi-
cial for more students to have that 
experience.
“We have over 400 internation-
al students on campus and most 
senators  can’t  even name f ive . 
That’s a problem,” Outzen said. 
“We represent them, too.”
Outzen said the international 
students get a better sense of com-
munity in Charleston rather than 
on campus.
“(Charleston Mayor Brandon 
Combs) told me at the last city 
council meeting that whenever in-
ternational students talk to him 
they tell him Charleston feels like 
home,” Outzen said. “We’re not 
contributing to that. We’re repre-
senting them, we need to be in-
volving them.”
Outzen said having Combs and 
Council Member Jeff Lahr attend 
this meeting was an step toward 
having a stronger relationship be-
tween the Eastern and Charleston 
communities.
“I really want to strengthen this 
bonding between the city council 
and the Student Senate,” Outzen 
said. “I want to build this avenue 
of communication.”
Chrissy Miller can be reached at 581-
2812 or clmiller9@eiu.edu.
CAA to vote on 
grant writing course
Staff Report
The Council on Academic Af-
fairs will vote on adding a new or-
ganizational and professional de-
velopment class, Grant Writing 
for Organizations at its meeting 
2 p.m. Thursday in room 4440 of 
the Booth Library.
The class would prepare stu-
dents to create proposals and pres-
ent them to internal management, 
philanthropic organizations and 
public funders by adopting a pro-
gram design model.
Studen t s  t ak ing  the  cour s e 
w o u l d  r e s e a r c h  p r o s p e c t i v e 
funders, design a program and pre-
pare a model grant proposal.
According to the course’s ratio-
nale, the ability to plan, imple-
ment and evaluate program initia-
tives is an important skill in this 
field.
“Practitioners should have the 
skills to develop new program ini-
tiatives, articulate the purpose and 
structure of the initiative, identify 
goals and objectives, outline pro-
gram requirements, propose a rea-
sonable budget and develop an 
evaluation process,” the rationale 
states.
To request funds for profession-
al development or from an exter-
nal organization, the skills to write 
clearly and convincingly are essen-
tial, it said in the rationale.
The course would replace OPD 
4430, Research in Organizations, 
a writing intensive course which 
focusing on non-experimental re-
search through literature review. 
The News desk can be 
reached at 581-2812 or 
dennewsdesk@gmail.com.
HELP US HELP YOU! 
ADVERTISE WITH THE DEN
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For rent
CLASSIFIEDS
For rent
6
Awesome 3 bedroom townhouse. 
Call 24 hours for details. 
(217) 549-2668.
________________________ 4/14
FREE RENT FOR HOUSE MANAGER. 
Six bedroom home, washer and 
dryer included, minimum five 
roommates at $275 per month. 
(847) 921-3180
________________________ 4/17
Nice, large 5 bedroom house for 
rent. Available August 2017. For 3 
to 5 people. $300 per person for 3 
tenants or $235 per person for 5 
tenants. Washer/dryer, central air, 
trash paid, pictures on Craigslist. 
307 Polk. Call (217) 417-7522. 
________________________ 4/18
Affordable studio apartment good 
campus location (217) 345-2516
________________________ 4/19
Looking for 2-3 responsible stu-
dents to rent a nice house afford-
able for the right party interested in 
pursuing an education at Eastern 
call (217) 345-2516
________________________ 4/19
Fall: (2017) Affordable-Large, 
Beautiful and Spacious 1BR Un-
furnished Apts. On the Square 
over Z’s Music. Trash and Water 
Incl-Low Utilities-All new Appli-
ances-Laundry On-Site No Pets 
Apply at 345-2616
________________________ 4/21
Fall 2017. Very nice houses, town-
houses, and apartments for 1-8 
people. 1-3 blocks from campus. 
Rent $250 - $400 per person. Call 
(217) 493-7559. 
www.myeiuhome.com
_________________________ 5/1
Recently Remodeled Student Rent-
al. $325 per bedroom. 
(217) 962-0790
_________________________ 5/1
STUDIO, 1, 2 & 3 BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS AVAILABLE. FALL 
2017. Great locations. Please con-
tact us for more information. (217) 
348-8249 or visit our website at 
ppwrentals.com
_________________________ 5/1 
Rent an apt- choose a gift! Offering 
military discount! Leases starting 
summer or fall. 1,2,3, &4 BR Apts. 
Carlyle Apartments (217) 348-7746 
Thecarlyleapartments.net
_________________________ 5/1
Close to campus. Nice, clean apart-
ments. 1 and 2 bedroom. Starting at 
$250 a bedroom. For spring semes-
ter 2017, fall semester 2017. No 
pets. Fully furnished except beds. 
Off-street parking and laundry on-
site. Some restrictions do apply. Call 
or text (314) 334-3994. 
_________________________ 5/2
10 Year Price ROLLBACK! 
1-2 PERSON RENTALS 
 
www.woodrentals.com 
 
Call for appointment to view! 
 
 
 
 
 1512 A Street / 345-4489 
 Reading ‘Inferno’
Help wanted
Bartender at Mac’s Uptowner. No 
experience necessary. Must be 21 
and available summer and 2017-
2018 school year. Pick up applica-
tion after 4 p.m. 623 Monroe
________________________ 4/12
$$
Scenic 71 acres with tillable land 
and timber; improved with a 
3,320-square-foot 5-bedroom 
ranch home with finished base-
ment, workshop, barn with apart-
ment. A must-see property only 10 
mi les  south of  Char leston! 
$599,000. Winnie Stortzum, Farm-
ers National Company, 109 East 
Main Street, Arcola. (800) 500-2693. 
www.farmersnational.com
________________________ 4/14
VIC TOR GOMEZ|THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Professor Mary Joe Bang, author of seven books of poetry, reads a collection of her poems in the Doudna Fine Arts Recital Hall. Bang has been honored with numerous literary awards, 
including having her 2012 translation of “Dante’s Inferno” named a notable book by the Academy of American Poets and the American Library Association.
i Spy
In our paper!
Call today - 581-2816
YOUR AD
ACROSS
 1 “Don’t text and 
drive” spots, e.g., 
for short
 5 Dallas pro, 
informally
 8 Extemporizes, in 
a way
12 R&B artist with 
the 2004 hit 
“1, 2 Step”
13 Manhattan’s 
Park, e.g.: Abbr.
14 Shimmery stones
16 Substantial
17 Band’s booking
18 “Make sense?”
19 First-class, in 
slang
20 Gilt-y party?
22 Retro skyscraper 
style
23 Sports monitor, 
for short
24 Actor Cage, to 
friends
25 Org. that 
penalizes icing
27 Like the yin side: 
Abbr.
28 Uncomfortably 
close to home
30 Flashy event?
32 Brood
33 He said “If you 
even dream of 
beating me, 
you’d better 
wake up and 
apologize”
35 “Star Trek: 
T.N.G.” Klingon
36 One half of a 
55-Across
37 “Les ___”
38 The other half of 
a 55-Across
39 Candy sold in 
stacked bricks
40 Airer of many 
public affairs 
programmes
46 Naturally, in 
Britspeak
53 Spark
54 Gave a damn?
55 Challenge in a 
demanding job 
… or a feature 
of this puzzle?
59 Single
60 “Dead Souls” 
author Nikolai
61 Neighbor of 
Myanmar
62 Narrowly made, 
with “out”
63 Message on a 
candy heart
64 Some briefs
65 Government 
org. featured on 
“Narcos”
66 Grubby group
67 Positive feedback
DOWN
 1 Unpleasant sort
 2 Office-friendly, to 
YouTubers
 3 Music and 
theater, e.g.
 4 “Here’s a thought 
…”
 5 Things from 
which genii are 
summoned
 6 Passionate
 7 Pie made with 
dairy-free 
cheese, maybe
 8 Brief, abrupt 
change in 
direction
 9 Made an 
impression?
10 Have an 
unchanging, 
monogamous 
relationship
11 Peek into the 
everyday
12 Put on the map
15 Tread not so 
lightly
20 Unaccounted for, 
for short
21 “Put a cork in it!”
24 Exchange 
business cards, 
maybe
26 Good-for-nothing
29 Overhaul
31 “L’chaim!”
34 Bit of fake news
40 Broke down, in a 
way
41 Edward ___, first 
popularly elected 
African-American 
U.S. senator 
(Massachusetts, 
1967-79)
42 You can see right 
through it
43 Reheated, in a 
way
44 Immigrant’s 
class: Abbr.
45 Puts on the 
47-Down
47 What some black 
squares in this 
grid represent
48 Brynner of “The 
Magnificent 
Seven”
49 Dental care 
brand
50 Org. for Carter 
and Bush Sr. 
before they 
became 
presidents
51 Puzzle out
52 Texas oil city
56 Cry ___
57 Frozen food 
brand with 
French Toaster 
Sticks
58 Fail ignominiously
PUZZLE BY JEREMY NEWTON
Online subscriptions: Today’s puzzle and more than 7,000 past 
puzzles, nytimes.com/crosswords ($39.95 a year).
Read about and comment on each puzzle: nytimes.com/wordplay. 
ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
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Stat Attack
5’8.75” —  
Haleigh Knapp set a new season 
high in the women’s high jump 
over the weekend, with a height of 
5’8.75.” The Eastern women’s 
track team took home third place 
honors at the Illinois State Meet over 
the weekend. Knapp’s season-high 
jump at the ISU Invite was not high 
enough to break her own record 
of 6’00.50,” as she was just under 
four inches off, but come the OVC 
Championship, there may be a new 
number next to her name. Knapp 
was also one of two Panthers to take 
home first place honors at the meet. 
Eastern will be at the Western Illinois 
Invite this weekend, and the OVC 
Championship is May 11. 
1 —  In a meet where the 
Panthers were unable to come away 
with first place honors as a team, 
Chrisford Stevens came out of the 
Illinois State Meet with a 1st place 
finish. Stevens won the men’s triple 
jump with a jump of 46’2”. Stevens 
had a successful day overall, as his 
first place finish in the triple jump 
was his second top three finish of 
the day, since he finished in second 
place in the long jump with a 
mark of 23’8.” He was one of four 
Panthers who had multiple top three 
finishes on the day. Eastern rarely 
competes against OVC opponents 
during the regular season, but that 
has never seemed to matter, as they 
always make some noise in the OVC 
Championships.
... — Who is going to be 
the Eastern women’s basketball 
coach?  The Eastern women’s 
basketball team is still without a 
coach as Debbie Black’s contract 
was not renewed March 7. So 
now at April 13, it has been over 
a month without a coach. Grace 
Lennox said the team has been 
having open gyms with the help of 
men’s basketball graduate assistants. 
Lennox also said there were near 
80 applicants for the coaching 
position, and Eastern has narrowed 
that number to below 10. The 
application acceptance period is  
coming to an end, and it is expected 
that there should be a coach to lead 
the women’s basketball team. 
 8 — The Eastern baseball 
team had its fair share of ups and 
downs this season. But Tuesday’s 
game against Illinois College was 
about as big of an up as they could 
have. Jimmy Govern led the charge 
with two home runs, including a 
go-ahead grand slam giving him 
8 RBIs in the game. While the 
Panthers have struggled as a team 
to get wins, this season has been a 
good one personally for Govern. 
Govern has put together a .378 
batting average, but the two home 
runs Tuesday were his first two 
of the season. Govern is not an 
everyday starter, but he still has 
racked up 28 hits, which is third 
most on the team. 
33 — Jessica Wireman has 
been completely dominant in her 
last three outings. Wireman has 
always been a strikeout pitcher, 
being able to throw the right pitches 
at the right time and have them do 
what she wants for the punch-out. 
She struck out 27 over the weekend 
and tacked on six more to that and 
now has 33 strikeouts over her last 
four appearances. She’s done that 
in just 20.1 innings pitched. When 
she struggled at the beginning of the 
year, it was only a matter of time 
before she was back at 100%, and 
that time is now. She and Michelle 
Rogers are forces to be reckon with 
every time they step in the circle. 
And Eastern keeps on winning. 
Jimmy Govern Haleigh Knapp Jessica Wireman Chrisford Stevens
Sports Editor
Sean Hastings
217 • 581 • 2812
DENSportsdesk@gmail.com
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SportS
DEN_Sports
Sean Hastings
By Kaitlin Cordes
Track and Field Reporter | @DEN_Sports
The track and field team en-
counters a variety of opponents 
throughout the season, most of 
which come from different confer-
ences. 
Eastern typically does not face 
more than two Ohio Valley Con-
ference teams prior to the out-
door conference championships. 
However, this perceived dilemma 
should not hurt the Panthers in 
any way. 
Eastern proved that they were 
the best in the conference in this 
year’s indoor championships as 
both the men and women took 
home the gold. The outdoor con-
ference meet should be no differ-
ent.
At the indoor championships, 
the  men dominated  wi th  141 
points, putting them 21 points 
over second-place Tennessee State. 
The women racked up 125 points, 
beating out Tennessee Tech by 14 
points. The men retained the ti-
tle from last year while the wom-
en outed returning champions Ten-
nessee State for their seventh title.
Eastern will see OVC action for 
the first time at the Illinois Twi-
light meet as Southeast Missouri 
will be competing. Southern Illi-
nois-Edwardsville will be the Pan-
thers’ final regular season OVC 
face-off before the championships. 
They will face the Cougars at the 
Indiana Bill Hayes meet.
Southeast Missouri
The Redhawks have competed 
in just four meets so far this sea-
son and will have completed nine 
by the time Eastern meets them. 
At  the i r  mos t  r e c en t  mee t , 
SEMO had multiple top-10 fin-
ishes but none of them were high-
er than third place. However, there 
were three athletes that posted a 
personal best or a season best.
McKenna Baker had a season-
high shot put toss that measured 
42’3.25”. Senior Bryn Buckwal-
ter holds Eastern’s top throw of the 
season at 46’06”.
N a t a l i e  K o p p l i n  c l o c k e d 
in a  personal-best  t ime in the 
1,500-meter run with a time of 
4 minutes, 50.7 seconds. Senior 
Kristen Paris posted Eastern’s best 
race time at the home opener at 
4:38.42.
Georgia Tomilson added a per-
sonal-best time in the 400-meter 
dash as well with at time of 59.34 
seconds. Junior Stephanie Domin-
guez ran the season’s fastest race in 
59.07 seconds.
SIU-Edwardsville
T h e  C o u g a r s  r e c e n t l y  w o n 
their latest meet, a home stint in 
which the men earned 80 points 
and the women scored 65. Much 
like SEMO, Edwardsville athletes 
reached personal bests and broke 
school records.
Nichyria Byrd broke her own 
school record in the long jump 
with a leap of 19’8.5”. Senior An-
gelica Anyaogu posted the Pan-
thers’ furthest jump at the Illinois 
State meet after clearing 18’10.75”.
Haley Miller boasted two per-
sonal records in the 1,500-me-
ter run and the 3,000-meter race. 
Claire Nolan shattered her previ-
ous personal best hammer throw 
with a toss of 161’11”. Buckwalter 
also has the Panthers’ top throw at 
173’05”.
Alec Dutton also earned a per-
sonal-best  hammer throw with 
a toss of 187’8”. Freshman Nick 
Phillips holds Eastern’s best throw 
at 175’08.5”.
Dalton Oakes also earned a PR 
in two events: the 110-meter hur-
dles and the 400-meter hurdles. 
Senior John Piper is Eastern’s fast-
est 400-meter hurdler with a time 
of 57.01 seconds which is 0.25 sec-
onds faster than Oakes’ personal 
best.
Kaitlin Cordes can be reached at 
581-2812 or krcordes@eiu.edu.
OVC opponents rarity for track, field
JUSTIN BROWN | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Third baseman Dougie Parks throws out Illinois Springfield’s Ben Schanding in the sixth inning of the Panthers 18-11 win Tuesday at Coaches Stadium.
Panthers 
playing at 
high level
By Tyler McCluskey
Assistant Sports Editor | @McCluskeySports
The Eastern baseball team will 
head to Nashville to take on Ohio 
Valley Conference opponent Bel-
mont Thursday for a three-game 
series.
The Panthers’ (7-25, 3-9) hitting 
exploded in their 18-11 win Tues-
day against Illinois-Springfield. The 
team totaled seven home runs with 
two coming from junior Joe Dun-
can and sophomore Jimmy Govern 
each. Govern had eight RBIs in the 
win and it was the first time since 
the 2015 season that a Panther had 
6 or more RBIs in a game.  The last 
to do it was Brant Valach. Govern 
also added to his hit streak, extend-
ing it to 12 games.
The  o the r  home  runs  came 
from redshirt junior Frankie Per-
rone, junior Matt Albert, and red-
shirt sophomore Nicholas McCor-
mick. Albert has 11 home runs on 
the season and is ranked third in 
the OVC. 
In total, there were 13 pitch-
ers in the game against the Prai-
rie Stars; five for the Panthers and 
eight for UIS. Starting pitcher ju-
nior Dustin Wilson only went two 
innings, giving up five hits and five 
runs. The usual closer junior Mi-
chael Starcevich was the winning 
pitcher who came in the seventh 
inning. Starcevich went two in-
nings giving up only two hits and 
had one run with two strikeouts. 
The Panthers will send redshirt 
junior Jake Haberer to the mound 
for game one. Haberer is making 
his fifth start and is 0-2 in nine ap-
pearances. He has a 5.81 ERA and 
has 30 strikeouts on the season.
For game two, the Panthers will 
send senior Michael McCormick. 
McCormick is 0-4 in eight appear-
ances and has an ERA of 5.98 with 
31 strikeouts. A game three starter 
has not been announced.
As for Belmont, they come into 
this matchup with a 9-6 record in 
OVC play which is third best and 
have a 14-17 overall record.
The  Bru ins  a re  on  a  th ree -
game losing streak. They lost 10-4 
against non-conference opponent 
Middle Tennessee and lost two to 
Austin Peay, 10-8, 6-2.
Belmont will send to the mound 
Ty l e r  Va u g h n  f o r  g a m e  o n e . 
Vaughn is 2-4 in eight games this 
season with a 5.72 ERA and 58 
strikeouts in 50.1 innings, which 
is tied for second best in the OVC 
with teammate Dylan King. King 
wil l  start game two and also is 
2-4 in eight games, posting a 4.44 
ERA.
On the hitting side of things, 
Nick Egli leads the Bruins with a 
.380 batting average, 38 hits, six 
homeruns, 14 doubles, 23 RBIs 
and runs, .470 on-base percentage, 
and a slugging percentage of .740.
In the last meeting between the 
two, Belmont came on top 6-1. 
The series is tied at 8-8 with a tie. 
Game one is Thursday at 4 p.m. 
and game two is Friday at 4 p.m. 
and game three is at 1 p.m. on Sat-
urday.
Tyler McCluskey can be reached 
at trmccluskey@eiu.edu 
or at 581-2812.
Eastern takes on Belmont
T h e r e  i s 
still over half 
the Ohio Val-
ley Confer-
ence season 
left, but the 
Eastern soft-
ball team has 
already given 
plenty of reasons to believe that they 
are the real deal. 
And where to start with this team? 
Up and down the roster, someone 
brings something valuable and an 8-2 
start to OVC play speaks for that. 
Need a hit? The Panthers have had 
it. Need a comeback? Eastern has had 
plenty of those. Need a big pitching 
performance? Have not had to real-
ly ask for those from Jessica Wireman 
and Michelle Rogers. Those seeming-
ly come natural. 
Wireman dropped her ERA to 
2.29 over her last four appearanc-
es and Rogers has hers down to 2.87. 
Both pitchers have winning records as 
well. 
It does not matter which one takes 
the mound. Both Wireman and Rog-
ers give equal chances to win. Wire-
man is in the top 10 for ERA, oppos-
ing batting average, wins, and strike-
outs. Rogers is just outside the top 
10 for ERA, but is in the top 10 with 
Wireman for wins. 
Wireman and Rogers teamed up 
to shutout Butler Tuesday. Wireman 
started and pitched 4.1 innings and 
Rogers finished off the game. 
And Wireman did not even have 
her best stuff, she said. If her “best 
stuff” ever comes out, that is danger-
ous. 
Game in and game out, pitch-
ing has  primarily been the rock, but 
1-9 in the batting order has also been 
strong. 
A lot of hype early in the season for 
the Panthers, but they have not giv-
en a reason to not believe. They keep 
finding the answers. 
Possibly the best part of the hit-
ting for Eastern is that it is not just 
the “veterans” leading the way, but all 
the “newbies” have not hit any road 
bumps. 
Junior Taylor Monahan leads the 
team with a .366 batting average and 
she has started every game but two; 
first year as a starter. Monahan is also 
second on the team in stolen bases 
with 25. She has been thrown out just 
four times. 
Monahan should have a spot in the 
top 10 for batting average, but one 
spot is taken by Gabby Zizzi of Ten-
nessee-Martin. She is the “leader” in 
batting average with a 1.000 average 
with one at bat on the season. 
But as coach Kim Schuette said 
earlier in the season, the Panthers do 
not concern themselves with statistics. 
Freshman Mia Davis has started all 
but one game and is hitting .361 and 
leads the team with six RBIs. Fresh-
man Haley Mitchell is batting .352 
and has started 33 games this season. 
Three other players are hitting 
above .300. 
Eastern is back to OVC play Friday 
against Tennessee-Martin (7-3) for a 
doubleheader at Williams Field. 
It is still early in the season with 
more than half to play, but a lot of 
pieces are fitting into place for East-
ern, turning them into a team to beat 
in the OVC. 
Sean Hastings can be reached at 581-
2812 or smhastings@eiu.edu.
